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Foreword

From Head Air Force Inspectorate
Over the last few months of 2021, we have
gradually begun resuming our overseas exercises
and training to ensure that the RSAF continues
to be able to drill our processes and hone our
capabilities while ensuring that the risks of
COVID-19 are mitigated. Overseas exercises
and training are crucial to us as they allow
our airmen and airwomen to train realistically
and conduct live-firing in a much larger space
and on challenging terrains.
In this issue of FOCUS, our personnel share
some of their experiences and how they have
played their parts in the successful and safe
resumption of our overseas training.
First, LTC Cheong Kok Seen from Participation
Command and MAJ Guo Wenxu from 201 SQN
describe their collective experiences during
Exercise Wallaby 2021 that was conducted in
Sep and Oct 2021. They share with us their
uncertainties in managing the evolving COVID-19
situation, the safety challenges they faced
during the exercise, and how the exercise
participants accomplished their exercise
objectives successfully and safely.
Next, MAJ Lee Si Wei from Peace Carvin V
detachment highlights the RSAF’s involvement
in one of SAF’s most complex and high-end
overseas drills, Exercise Forging Sabre 2021 that
was held in Sep 2021 at Idaho, USA. He shares
his insights as a member of the exercise safety
team that ensured the SAF maintained its
operational edge on the battlefield safely.

In the third article, MAJ Hew Yin Hou from Air
Operations Department reflects on his experience
as part of the Flying Display Committee in the
Five Power Defence Arrangements (FPDA) 50
flypast to commemorate the 50th anniversary
of the BERSAMA exercise series. This flypast
was especially challenging as it involved the
different FPDA countries’ fighters, helicopters
and transport aircraft with varying aircraft
performances, and the Flying Display Committee
had to ensure that the participating aircraft
arrived at their stipulated timings together as
a combined flypast safely.
Lastly, 1SG Alvin Lu from RSAF Customs and
Immigration (C&I) Section shares with us the
demands that have been placed on the C&I
section due to the COVID-19 pandemic. He
discusses the key role C&I section plays in
keeping the COVID-19 virus away from entering
our borders, and the measures they have
undertaken to ensure the safe overseas
departures and arrivals in our air bases.
The COVID-19 pandemic has no doubt impacted
each and every one of our lives personally
and professionally. It is important that we
continue to stay united and resolute against
the virus and work together to complete the
journey towards a COVID-resilience nation.
As we approach the end of the work year,
continue to play your part in safety and remain
vigilant in your work and daily lives.
Mission Success, Safety Always!

COL Linus Tan Jin Kiat

Head Air Force Inspectorate
JAN 2022
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Exercise Wallaby 2021
- An Overseas Exercise During the Pandemic
LTC Cheong Kok Seen

Command Safety Officer
Participation Command

Introduction
Exercise Wallaby is an Air-Land exercise
conducted annually to allow our SAF
personnel to hone their competencies during
high-end training. First inaugurated in 1990,
Exercise Wallaby is the Singapore Armed
Forces’ (SAF) largest overseas exercise
and is held at the Shoalwater Bay Training
Area (SWBTA) in Queensland, Australia.
SWBTA provides our troops with the vast
land and airspace to conduct realistic,
challenging and valuable training that cannot
be achieved locally in Singapore. Due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the exercise
was suspended in 2020 and resumed in
2021. However, with the evolving COVID-19
situation and to mitigate the spread of
the virus, XWB21 could no longer be
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MAJ Guo Wenxu

Officer Commanding
201 SQN
the same exercise that we were all familiar
with, and this required all the appointment
holders and planners in the Air Working
Group (AWG) to work together to deliver a
COVID-safe exercise.

Uncertainties from an
Evolving COVID-19 Situation
The ever-evolving COVID-19 pandemic led
to many challenges even before the
commencement of the exercise. One month
prior to the deployment, there was a surge
in the number of new COVID-19 cases
in Singapore and Australia and this resulted
in additional and stricter restrictions
imposed on the exercise participants including
serving quarantine orders in both Singapore
and Australia. Naturally, there were many
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virus. This began back in Singapore when all
participants and their reserves had to adhere
to the Stay Home Restriction Order (SHRO) and
undergo Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) swab
tests before they could depart for Australia.
anxieties and concerns from the participants
given the uncertainty of the situation in
Australia and the extended period of
separation from their families. In order to
allay the anxieties from the ground, Group
and Command Commanders conducted
engagements with the exercise participants
during the exercise pre-deployment briefs to
provide assurances and address the concerns
that the participants may have. Additionally,
various family support groups within our
Functional Groups (FG) were also established
to provide additional support to family
members of personnel deployed whenever
necessary. This gave the participants the
confidence and peace of mind to focus on
the exercise safely.

Upon arrival into Brisbane Australia, there was a
14-day Quarantine Order (QO) which was strictly
enforced and adhered to by all participants. While
it may sound like a pretty simple task, it was
certainly not easy as we humans are typically
social creatures used to living in groups, not in
isolation. Hence, being confined to a small living
space, alone, was a fresh experience for many of
us – one that was both mentally and physically
challenging. Many exercise participants have had
no experience serving QOs and would likely have
differing abilities to manage their respective
mental health state. This was a watch area
that commanders and safety officers paid extra
attention to in ensuring the mental well-being
of the exercise participants under their care.

Coping with the Quarantine
Requirements

3SG Wang Xijie from 806 SQN, ME3 Laveenia
from Ops Development Group, Participation
Command and MAJ Guo Wenxu from 201 SQN
recounted some of their personal experiences
during the 14-day QO.

This year’s XWB21’s experience was distinctly
different as compared to previous overseas
exercises. Extra efforts and measures were put
in place to prevent the spread of the COVID-19

3SG Wang shared: “By creating a routine for
myself every day, setting goals for myself such
as finishing a book or a movie, I made full use
Photo Credit: PIONEER
JAN 2022
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of my time in the room to reduce the anxieties
that I may potentially face during the isolation
period. On a daily basis, either at the exercise,
detachment or unit level, there would be
virtual meetings and briefings on safety watch
areas, recap of deployment procedures,
review of past lessons learnt and current
work processes in preparation for the exercise
and how they could be better streamlined.
In addition, virtual Tabata, HIIT sessions were
conducted and some participants even jogged
in their rooms to ensure that we all kept
ourselves physically fit during this period.
Online team games were also useful for us to
interact with other participants virtually.”
ME3 Laveenia and MAJ Guo added: “Engagement
sessions with the Air Director and Detachment
Commander were also useful platforms to
“break the ice”, virtually, and to provide
an avenue for individual’s concerns to be
raised and heard. We also had in place a
“buddy system”, in which buddies would
periodically check in with each other at a
personal level. We even celebrated a few
birthdays for a few exercise participants
through WebEx during the QO. Resilience
was key to our survival, and we were rightly
proud of ourselves for completing the QO in
good faith and with much resilience!”
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Challenging and Unfamiliar
Road Conditions
After completing the 14 day QO, the detachment
proceeded to our exercise area – Rockhampton.
Like many of the returning participants, there
was a mixed sense of familiarity and unfamiliarity
with the area, especially after the one year
hiatus from the exercise.
As soon as we began driving into the SWBTA,
we immediately encountered the potential
hazards and danger areas associated with
Exercise Wallaby. Driving safety is always
at the number one top of the safety watch
areas list by all safety appointment holders
at Exercise Wallaby. Difficult off-road
conditions, long distance driving, poor visibility
due to dust and smoke, wildlife hazards and
heavy vehicles travelling at high speeds as
oncoming traffic - These are definitely not
the kind of driving conditions our drivers
are used to in Singapore, and catastrophic
outcomes could potentially occur if these
hazards are not managed properly. For
XWB21, our drivers also had to face
construction vehicles plying the busy dirt
roads due to the multiple construction works
within the SWBTA.
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This highlighted the importance of having all
our drivers undergo a structured and proper
training to familiarise themselves with the
challenging road conditions in the training
area. Vehicle Commanders (VC) also had to
play an active role in assisting the drivers by
keeping a lookout for potential hazards along
the road and to watch out for the fatigue
level of the drivers, especially during night
drives. All drivers were also reminded of
adhering strictly to the speed limits, to slow
down in poor weather and visibility conditions,
and ensure proper vehicle handling procedures
were carried out when encountering wildlife
hazards. Passengers were also reminded to
ensure that they always buckled their seat
belts, to help the drivers and VCs spot for
hazards and assist in the reverse drills and
manoeuvring through tight spaces. Ultimately,
everyone had to adopt the correct safety
mindset that “MT safety is everyone’s
responsibility”.

Cold Start and Missionitis
In any other Exercise Wallaby series, things
could have been more straightforward in
terms of preparations and currencies of getting
our aircrew, aircraft, equipment, systems
and connectivities up and running quickly.

However in XWB21, this proved challenging.
For example, the SHRO and QO requirements
meant that some aircrew could potentially not
have flown for close to a month. Thus, careful
planning and scheduling was required to
ensure that our aircrew flew a flight as close
to their deployment date as possible and
this was closely tracked by their respective
squadrons. However, this did not negate the
possibility of our personnel experiencing the
dreaded Cold Start after completing their QO
requirements and this was also one of our
safety watch areas in XWB21. The exercise
safety concept on “Train Progressively” could
not have been more fitting for XWB21.
With everyone fresh out of their quarantine, the
participants were extremely eager to quickly
embark and commence their deployment
for XWB21. Hence, there was a need for
commanders and supervisors to manage the
tempo carefully and pay close attention for
potential signs of cold start and rush factor
among our personnel. For the deployment crew,
a strong emphasis on fundamentals and “going
back to the basics” was applied - This included
the conduct of Table-Top Exercises (TTXs),
where there was a refresher run through of
the entire deployment procedures step-by-step

Photo Credit: PIONEER
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with the crew. Supervisors on-site also kept a
constant lookout for the safety of the crew,
ensuring the deployment Standard Operating
Procedures were adhered to, such as the proper
donning of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE);
the proper deployment postures and techniques
to adopt in order to prevent physical injuries;
adhering to the work-rest cycle and ensuring
adequate hydration while working in the hot
and dry weather in SWBTA.
Missionitis was also another safety watch area
for the exercise. It is only natural for everyone
to be eager to ensure that all the exercise
objectives are met successfully. However, this
should not be done at the expense of safety of
the exercise participants.
MAJ Guo Wenxu from 201 SQN described how
the threat of missionitis was managed as a
Divisional Air Defence Group (DAG) commander
on the ground: “As the Air-Land Tactical
Control Centre (ALTaCC) was responsible for
airspace management for the entire SWBTA,
it was critical that our systems, air picture inputs
from the sensors, and radio communications
were all operational to support flying operations
for the exercise. All hands were on deck to
ensure that all resources were utilised during the
setting up phase, while adequate supervision
was provided across all levels to ensure the
setup was done safely. At the backend, updates
of the setup progress were also proactively
relayed to the Air Working Group, so that the
overall exercise training programme could be
adjusted when necessary. This allowed ample
reaction time for the other affected parties
to adjust their schedules and flying programme
should there be any delays. Throughout the
exercise, all stakeholders exercised active
communications and contingencies were well
managed without any signs of our personnel
being missionitis.”
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Adverse Weather Conditions
“Weather is unpredictable - it can change in a heartbeat.”
Mother nature proved to be extremely erratic
in this year’s XWB21. It could be bright and
sunny in one moment, and a sudden heavy
downpour could cause flash floods right at
the next moment. It could also be extremely
cold and chilly out in the training area at
night, and the weather could be scorching hot
with bushfires spreading the following day.
Hence, being adaptable and prepared for the
various weather and environmental conditions
was a key watch area for our participants,
especially for personnel who were deployed
outfield in the training area. Supervisors
ensured that participants had the necessary
preparations and equipment to endure
through the weather conditions outfield:
proper shelter, resting facilities, N95 masks
and adequate warm clothing. Personnel were
also reminded of the evacuation procedures
and routes. While a bush fire management
matrix was developed to guide personnel
to determine when to activate an evacuation,
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on-site commanders were also empowered
to make their personal assessment and
judgement to recommend for an evacuation
if required.
New fire hotspots within the training area were
updated regularly via satellite pictures obtained
from the Australian Bureau of Meteorology or
through reports from aircrew/ground personnel
operating in the vicinity. This was important
as strong wind conditions could spread the
fires very quickly and complicate the situation
on the ground. In one of the occurrences, our
DAG sensor crew deployed within the training
area initially reported thick black smoke
about five kilometres away from them. Within
an hour, they updated that the fire was
spreading quickly and it was now approximately
two to three kilometres away from them.
While the fire-fighting services were activated
and had the fire under control, thick smoke
had engulfed the entire deployment site.
Despite the personnel donning the N95
masks, the crew experienced slight breathing
difficulties and irritation in their eyes. The
ground commander weighed the safety and
well-being implications of his personnel on

the ground with the potential impact to flying
and control operations and determined that
evacuating the crew safely was of a higher
priority. Thus, approval was immediately sought
from the Air Director to evacuate the crew,
and an advisory was provided to the aircrew
to avoid the area during their flying operations
due to the lack of sensor coverage.
Towards the middle of the exercise, we were
dealing with another set of weather challenges torrential rains and lightning activities. During
the exercise, our helicopters have to operate
under Visual Flight Rules (VFR) conditions.
Low cloud base and reduced visibility in the
SWBTA airspace proved to be extremely
challenging for the flying operations. Thus,
our control agency within SWBTA had to
constantly monitor and provide real-time
updates on the weather status and conditions
to the aircrew and their Operations Centre.
This strong communication linkages allowed
the executive officers to make timely informed
decisions on the changes to their sorties
and missions. Controllers were also reminded
that real-time changes in the flying profiles
and routes were to be expected due to the
Photo Credit: PIONEER
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unpredictable weather conditions, and they
were to be ready to adapt and handle the
contingencies and uncertainties when called
upon.

Live Firing – A Valuable
Training Opportunity for the
AH-64Ds

Towards the end of the exercise, our personnel
experienced something many have never seen
before in our lives – hailstorms. Hailstones are
formed when raindrops freezes into balls of
ice under extremely cold conditions in the
atmosphere, and they were raining down
aggressively in Rockhampton town and in
SWBTA. All vehicular movements were quickly
suspended, and vehicles were quickly parked
under shelter to prevent any damages to
the windscreens and windows. The exercise
participants also had to quickly secure their
equipment and remain indoors or under
shelter. While there were some cracks to the
windows of the deployment containers, it
was fortunate that nobody was injured, and
there were no damages to our systems or
equipment. It was certainly a very memorable
experience to encounter at the end of the
exercise!

XWB21 provided a great opportunity for the
exercise participants to drill and hone their
type level competencies, especially for 120 SQN
aircrew who were able to conduct live firing
with their AH-64Ds after a two-year gap due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. This was particularly
challenging as the aircrew also had to grapple
with the “cold start” after not flying for almost
a month due to the QO requirements.

FOCUS - ISSUE 110

To ensure the safe and successful conduct
of flying and live firing, 120 SQN adopted a
structured crawl-walk-run modality to gradually
ramp up their flying operations. CPT Heng
Xiankai from 120 SQN shared: “Prior to the
start of each phase, briefings were conducted
early to ensure individuals were primed for
the events in the following days. Procedures,
processes, and lessons learnt from the
previous exercises were also shared among
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participants. Mission complexity was also
progressively stepped-up over the course
of the exercise. Apart from the usual local
area orientation sorties, basic Ground Attack
Tactics sorties were deliberately planned
to ensure that pilots remained strong in
their fundamental skills. Sorties were then
gradually dialled up in complexity as they
progressed towards the Live Firing Campaign.
During the Live Firing Campaign, the
progressive modality was also utilised where
the squadron first conducted basic gunnery
tables to drill fundamental gunnery
competencies before progressing for more
advanced, complex, multi-ship live firing
profiles and HELLFIRE missile engagements.
By adopting a progressive approach, we
were able to prepare both aircrew and
ground crew for the high operational tempo
of the exercise, allowing us to maintain
our operational edge safely.”

Operating the Newest
Helicopter Platform – CH-47F
XWB21 also saw the introduction of the latest
RSAF helicopter - the CH-47Fs, which were
received in May 2021. It was certainly not an
easy task developing the operational capabilities
of the aircraft quickly as attested to by
1SG Donnelius Yeo from Oakey Detachment.
He recounted: ”From the moment we received
the new aircraft, we all worked hard to
ensure that we were ready for the exercise
while adhering to the strict Safe Management
Measures. As the CH-47F had been identified
to take charge of the Search and Rescue (SAR)
duties in XWB21, the aircrew underwent
multiple Table-Top Exercises, simulated SAR
scrambles and mission to ensure that they
were ready for their duties. I also had
to work closely and coordinate with the
medical and extrication teams to ensure that

JAN 2022
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all the SAR equipment required were placed
and secured correctly in the aircraft’s cabin
area while ensuring that the aircraft’s Centre
of Gravity would be within the aircraft’ limits.“
However, SAR duty was not the only task the
CH-47F had in XWB21. One of the highlights
of XWB21 was the Deck Landing Practice
(DLP) and Vertical Replenishment (VERTREP)
missions that were carried out by our CH-47F
and RSN’s Landing Ship Tank. DLP is a flight
profile which requires a helicopter to practice
landing on a ship, while VERTREP is a flight
profile used to either pick-up or deliver loads
without having to land the helicopter on a ship,
typically executed via winching or underslung
operations. LTA Kwek Meng Yang from Oakey
Detachment added: “Being in an overseas
detachment, missions like these do not come by
often for the aircrew. The detachment ensured
that all aircrew went through a detailed
briefing for each mission where procedures and
contingencies were comprehensively drilled
prior to the commencement of the missions.
The detachment also ensured that experienced
aircrew from our sister 127 SQN augmented
the detachment to conduct re-currency training
for aircrew who were previously qualified on
DLP and VERTREP missions. This detailed and
deliberate planning ensured Oakey Detachment
was able to safely get the most out of the
exercise with these invaluable training
opportunities.”

The Importance of the
Exercise Safety Team
The SWBTA is a very large training area
approximately six times the size of Singapore,
and COVID-19 restrictions meant that lesser
personnel would be on site to provide safety
oversight of the exercise. This would require
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the exercise safety team to cover more ground
area in the deployment sites within the SWBTA.
To overcome this limitation, it was vital that the
safety team had people who were experienced
and possessed good ground knowledge of the
area and operations to ensure adequate safety
oversight of the exercise. This was where the
exercise safety team was fortunate to have
MAJ Mike Wee, a Guardsman by vocation and
had participated in Exercise Wallaby eight times
and was no stranger to SWBTA. MAJ Wee was
the Deputy Exercise Chief Safety Officer in XWB21
and was posted to HQ Tactical Air Support
Group, Participation Command in 2020. His prior
experiences and vast knowledge on outfield
deployment, airdrop operations and ground
hazards associated with SWBTA were invaluable
to the safety team. He was able to identify
potential hazards at deployment sites quickly,
such as messy cables that were not bundled
and covered properly which could potentially
result in trip hazards, and his local knowledge
and familiarity within the training area was
so impressive that he memorised the helicopter
landing sites by heart such that he was able to
drive the safety team members around without
the need to reference any maps or use the
Global Positioning System (GPS). This impressive
skill earned him the callsign “GPS” as he was
truly the exercise’s “walking GPS” which
allowed the safety team to provide effective
safety oversight during the exercise!
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With 3rd SAF Transport Battalion as the only
Army unit participating in XWB21, the RSAF
safety team was also tasked to help provide
safety oversight for our Army counterparts.
Air-Land tasks are integral to Participation
Command’s missions and working closely
together with the Army personnel was not
new to the Command. To ensure a strong
safety oversight, our safety team conducted
multiple engagement visits at the various
deployment sites to check on participants’
morale and also conducted safety walkabouts
to help uncover any blind spots/hazards.
This culminated in the safe and successful
achievement of all of 3rd SAF Transport
Battalion’s airdrop tasking objectives. The
close working relationship with our Army
counterparts in XWB21 enriched our learning
experiences and greatly enhanced our Air-Land
interoperability and linkages.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

LTC Cheong Kok Seen is the Command
Safety Officer of Participation Command,
RSAF. He is a helicopter pilot with
2,000 hours on the AH-64D. His
previous appointments include Head
Helicopter Standards and Training, HeliG
and Deputy Commanding Officer of
120 SQN.

Conclusion
‘The only constant is change.’ This perfectly
described our preparation and execution of
XWB21. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the concept of participation, which included
the units and assets that would be involved,
were changed time and time again with
many uncertainties abound. This required
the planners and commanders to remain
adaptable in the constantly changing COVID-19
situation.
Resilience was the main factor that kept
everyone going strong in this exercise as they
had to apply flexibility, quick thinking, and
utilise all available resources to ensure that
the units were able to execute their missions
successfully. With the strong safety emphasis
at all levels and safety oversight provided by
the exercise safety team, we were able to
accomplish all our planned objectives safely
in XWB21. Ultimately, the high-end training
achieved in this overseas exercise was priceless,
and it greatly enhanced our overall operational
readiness.

MAJ Guo Wenxu is an Air Warfare
Officer (Air Battle Management) and is
currently attending the 53rd Goh Keng
Swee Command and Staff College. He
was previously the Officer Commanding
in 201 SQN, DAG and also the Deputy
Detachment Commander for the DAG
Detachment in Ex Wallaby 2021.
This article also includes the shared
collective experiences from the
XWB21 participants 3SG Wang Xijie,
1SG Donnelius Yeo, ME3 Laveenia,
LTA Kwek Meng Yang and CPT Heng
Xiankai.
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Strike as One Safely
MAJ Lee Si Wei
Unit Safety Officer
Peace Carvin V Detachment
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Introduction

Strike as One

Exercise Forging Sabre 2021 (XFS21) was
conducted successfully from 14 to 25 Sep 2021
at Mountain Home Air Force Base (AFB), Idaho,
USA. Conducted biennially, the Singapore
Armed Forces (SAF) integrated strike exercise
was the eighth instalment in a series that
began in 2005, and involved approximately
600 personnel from the RSAF, 200 personnel
from the Singapore Army, and a suite of
sense and strike assets from the SAF. The
vast training area, more than 20 times the
size of Singapore, enabled the SAF to conduct
larger-scale and realistic training to maintain
high-levels of readiness for Singapore’s defence.
The exercise also provided the SAF the
opportunity to test and validate our tactical
intelligence and fire capabilities, while
harnessing operational synergies between
the air and land forces.

XFS21 increased levels of integration between
sense and strike assets across the SAF, and
allowed the SAF to deploy a full range of assets
and weapons from air and land forces to
defend against different types of targets.
From the RSAF’s perspective, the F-15SG and
F-16C/D fighters, as well as the AH-64D
attack helicopters, conducted live-firing on
static and moving targets. Importantly, by
working closely with the commando lasing
teams and STrike ObserveRs Mission (STORM)
teams, fighter aircraft were able to employ
laser guided munitions and destroy multiple
targets in a single pass. In the air, the RSAF’s
A330 Multi-Role Tanker Transport (MRTT)
extended the endurance of fighters, allowing
them to stay airborne longer, maintaining
the SAF’s operational edge on the battlefield.

FOCUS - ISSUE 110
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The AH-64D and the High Mobility Artillery
Rocket System (HIMARS) participated in a
joint live-firing exercise, where the AH-64D
employed missiles to eliminate multiple moving
targets simultaneously across different areas
of operations, while the HIMARS fired rockets
to successfully guard against adversaries.
The deployed HERON 1 UAVs also scanned
the battlefield to collect timely and accurate
intelligence of potential threats in order to
provide the integrated Command Post with
a comprehensive real-time picture of the
battlefield.

Safety at XFS21
I was part of the exercise safety team which
comprised the Exercise Chief Safety Officer
and the Safety officers from the respective
participating units. There was also a safety
group from the army side to ensure the safety
of the participating army units. Our job was,
collectively, to ensure the safe conduct of the
exercise by providing our safety perspectives
and the last mile check to ensure that the
missions were planned and executed safely.

JAN 2022
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Our responsibilities as the exercise safety team
included the conduct of a safety workshop
and safety Table-Top Exercise (TTX) prior to
the commencement of the exercise. These
forums provided the opportunity for the
various stakeholders to identify, assess and
mitigate potential safety issues before the
exercise. One example was the aircraft mishap
plan. While Mountain Home Air Force Base
provided such support for the Peace Carvin
(PC) V aircraft, the exercise safety team needed
to quickly seek support from the base for the
coverage of all other participating RSAF assets
before the commencement of the exercise.
More importantly, the appropriate activation
process and necessary information flow needed
to be quickly ironed out and disseminated to
all relevant personnel. Overall, the team worked
well together and ensured that all necessary
coordination, as well as the mass briefs,
safety workshop and TTXs were completed
successfully prior to exercise proper.
During the exercise, our daily tasks involved
providing safety updates to the exercise
directors during the daily Principal Staff Meetings,
and maintaining vigilance for any safety issues
on the ground. For example, the exercise safety
team ensured that the deconfliction of aircraft
and live munitions were deliberate and carefully

16

FOCUS - ISSUE 110

thought through during each mission planning
exercise. The units were also reminded to ensure
adequate supervision for the dynamism and
complexity of the exercise.
Other areas of concerns during the exercise
included watching out for aircrew fatigue and
complacency, especially when the exercise
was coming to a close. To address these issues,
supervisors and safety officers regularly
conducted eyeball checks on our personnel to
check for signs of fatigue, with emphasis to
remain mindful and focus on the task at hand.

Managing COVID-19
To manage the spread of the COVID-19 virus,
exercise participants were fully vaccinated and
stringent COVID-19 Safe Management Measures
(SMMs) were enforced to ensure the safety
and well-being of all servicemen and women.
A health bubble was also enforced around
exercise participants to avoid community
transmission. Some of the SMMs that were
in place included pre- and post-deployment
swab tests, adhering to US health and safety
guidelines, cohorting personnel by functional
groups, mask-on policy, staggering activities to
minimise crowding, self-administered Antigen
Rapid Tests and restricted movement.
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With the strict COVID-19 SMMs in place
(no face-to-face interactions with different
functional groups), it was extremely challenging
for exercise participants to do their
mission-related coordination. To overcome
these challenges, the exercise participants
conducted their mission coordination and
briefings via video tele-conferencing, with
emphasis to cover the mission-critical details
thoroughly and incorporating appropriate
read-backs to reduce the possibility of
misunderstandings.

Reflection
Participating in a large-scale exercise such as
XFS21 gives our personnel the exposure and
experience to hone our skills and drill our core
competencies to fight together as one SAF.
Notably, despite the challenges brought about
by COVID-19, we were able to push boundaries
and increase the mission complexities safely.
This gives me confidence that the SAF will be
ready to defend Singapore, regardless of the
circumstances and environment.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
MAJ Lee Si Wei is a F-15SG Weapons
System Officer (Fighter) by vocation.
He is currently in Peace Carvin V as the
Unit Safety Officer (USO).
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Hosting the Inaugural Five
Power Defence Arrangement
Flypast
MAJ Hew Yin Hou
Weapons System Officer (Fighter)
Air Operations Department
Introduction
This year, 2021 marked the 50th anniversary
of Five Power Defence Arrangements (FPDA)
whose member nations comprise Australia,
Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore, and the
United Kingdom. In commemoration of the
anniversary, the FPDA lead committee coined
the jubilee year’s BERSAMA series as Exercise
BERSAMA GOLD (XBG). XBG, conducted from
4 to 18 Oct 2021, was a Five Power Defence
Arrangements (FPDA) tri-service exercise that
involved approximately 2600 personnel and
assets from all member-nations. To celebrate
the continued success in the FPDA strategic
partnership, Singapore hosted the inaugural
FPDA Flypast over the waters off Marina South
while featuring flying assets from all member
nations to conclude XBG. The event was graced
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by our Minister for Defence Dr. Ng Eng Hen,
who hosted the High Commissioners of
Australia, Malaysia, New Zealand and the
United Kingdom at Marina Barrage, where the
viewing of the flypast took place. The flypast
was conducted in three profiles. The first
profile was a delta formation led by our
Republic of Singapore Air Force (RSAF) aircraft.
The second profile was a combined FPDA
flypast performed by fighter aircraft, maritime
patrol aircraft and helicopters from the five
countries. Lastly, trailing the combined flypast,
the third profile featured the RSAF’s F-16 and
F-15SG aircraft performing an aerial salute.
It was an amazing feat that the RSAF pulled
off an aerial flypast in a short span of
one month and without rehearsal or
prior coordination with the other Air Forces.
While the flypast appeared to be a relatively
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simple and short display in comparison to
Singapore Air Shows or National Day Parade
aerial displays, the compressed timeline and
communication lags that we encountered,
as well as the complex task of aligning
different procedures of the Air Forces was
a challenge that we overcame through the
professionalism and high safety culture our
air men possess. I was honoured to be part
of the Flying Display Committee for the FPDA
50 flypast, as the secretary. The experience
was refreshing and rewarding, albeit a
challenging one.

The Challenges Faced
Ensuring the safe and successful conduct of
the flypast was not an easy journey and the
correct mindset was instilled into every
participant right at the very start. In order
to achieve the safe and flawless execution
of the entire aerial display, the flying display
committee worked tirelessly and meticulously
to design the profiles whereby the five
nations’ aircraft could be featured together.
This required detailed planning and calculations
of each and every participating aircraft to
ensure that they would be able to arrive at
their stipulated timings together as a package.
This was especially challenging as the flypast
involved different aircraft types of fighters,
helicopters and transport aircraft with varying
aircraft performances.
In addition, the planning of the profiles required
us to cater for multiple contingency scenarios
such as weather, illegal drone flying, and aircraft
emergencies during flight. This was even more

critical especially in our relatively small
Singapore airspace where there was little
room for errors. Hence, we worked with
our Malaysian counterparts to extend their
airspace over Tanjung Piai for the aircraft
to hold; This extension of airspace allowed
our formations to make more gradual turns
and maintain a more stable flight which made
position correction easier.
The COVID-19 pandemic posed additional
challenges as the precautions and restrictions
meant that there would not be physical
meetings as frequently as desired to coordinate
with the other team members. To overcome
these challenges, virtual meetings amongst the
aircrew were conducted via virtual telecommunications. In view of reduced interaction
for tacit learning and clarifications, these
briefings had to be extremely thorough and
detailed. Such details ensured that every team
member in the flypast was cognisant of their
roles and responsibilities. Due to the lack of
opportunity to rehearse in view of the short
notice, the team selection was carefully
scrutinised to ensure the most qualified and
experienced aircrew would participate in the
flypast.
Lastly, missionitis and the anxiety to perform
well on the actual day of the flypast were
key concerns identified early by the Flying
Display Committee. To mitigate its risks,
clear guidelines and boundaries through
the form of “Go-No Go Matrices” were issued
and briefed to every team member to ensure
that they were well aware of the limits
such that safety would not be compromised
and endanger the flying display team.
JAN 2022
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Final Thoughts
I am heartened that the flying display was
well received after all the hard work poured
in by the involved personnel, from the FPDA
flying committee team down to every airman
and airwoman who were involved in the
flypast. The team received many congratulatory
messages from the VIPs and foreign delegations
that were present at the event. Despite the
multiple challenges encountered during the
process, we were conscious about keeping the
plan safe and yet exciting for the spectators,
while being mindful not to take any shortcuts in
doing so. Pulling off the 50th anniversary FPDA
flypast successfully and safely on such short
notice was a testament of our RSAF’s operational
readiness, professionalism and strong safety
mindsets. It was also a reminder of how
the RSAF has come a long way since we
embarked on our safety journey more than
50 years ago. I am confident that with
consistent education and the right safety
culture, the RSAF will continue to show to
everyone that we are truly World Class People,
First Class Air Force.
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Safeguarding Against
COVID-19 at RSAF
Port of Entries

ARTICLE

1SG Alvin Lu
Military Police
RSAF Customs and Immigration
Section

Introduction
The RSAF Customs and Immigration (C&I) Section
has been the RSAF’s custodian in ensuring the
legitimate movement of people, goods and
transport through the RSAF bases since its
establishment in the 1970s. Throughout our
journey over the years, there have been many
highlights. In recent times, C&I assisted the
deployment of our RSAF servicemen and
servicewomen for the Humanitarian Aid and
Disaster Relief (HADR) mission in Balikpapan,
Indonesia, as well as contributing customs and
immigration support to the Trump-Kim summit in
Singapore. There have been many challenges in
recent times as well, such as dealing with
sustained pandemic disruption while maintaining
C&I core competencies and operations.

In early 2020, Singapore reported her first
COVID-19 case and over the course of the
year, there would be several thousands
more. Border control measures were swiftly

introduced which included a nationwide circuit
breaker to disrupt the spread of the virus.
Following the implementation of stringent
border control measures and COVID-19
protocols at the entry and exit points, border
movements between Singapore and the
rest of the world have been severely
curtailed.

Personal Safety and Force
Protections During COVID-19
New and Old Demands
Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, our existing
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), which
are aligned with Immigration and Checkpoint
Authority (ICA), adequately covered the handling
of travellers with infectious diseases such as
the Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS)
and Ebola, etc. However, these two diseases
were not as contagious as COVID-19.
Recognising this, the C&I section quickly leveled
up our knowledge and readiness to meet
both Ministry of Health (MOH) and MINDEF’s
COVID-19 prescribed protocols/guidelines. We
also reviewed our business continuity plans,
and existing SOPs to prevent the proliferation
of the disease in the local community and
strengthened our Force Protection measures.
JAN 2022
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We also added a whole new suite of Personal
Protection Equipment (PPE) for regular use,
with equipment such as N95 masks, medical
gowns, faceguards and gloves being used on a
daily basis to protect ourselves from the virus.
Strong emphasis was also placed to don the
PPE properly, and to doff and dispose of
them once we had completed our operations.
This is paramount as failure to don and doff
our PPE properly could place us at a very
high risk with the COVID-19 virus.
There were also new guidelines and frequent
changes on the border control measures to
ensure they were able to adapt to the dynamic
COVID-19 situation. As frontline enforcers of
Singapore’s borders, we had to be on top of our
game and ensure that all travellers adhered to
the national guidelines and were issued with the
correct Stay-Home Notice (SHN) information.
We professionally enforced the border control
measures and were ready to take firm actions
against travellers who refused to comply or
cooperate with us. In addition, we also had to
adhere to our existing procedures and ensure
that the movement of people, goods and
transport continued to be strictly checked and
legitimately enforced even with the new
guidelines and measures.
The evolving COVID 19 situation has made things
more challenging and complex for travelling and
a prime example would be the requirement for
all overseas travellers to be quarantined upon
arrival to prevent the spread of the virus during
the COVID-19 incubation period. Prior to the
pandemic, travellers upon arrival had to fill up
a hardcopy form with their particulars,
accommodation and proof of stay. This was
subsequently replaced by the online Singapore
Arrival Card (SGAC) which also included the
electronic Health Declaration Card (eHDC) which
allowed travellers to submit the necessary
information prior to their arrival in Singapore.
With this digital innovation from ICA, physical
contact between the travellers and our C&I
officers was greatly minimised, and travellers were
able to experience a very seamless transition
from touchdown to immigration.
22
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To ensure a similar safe and seamless transition,
we adopted a “3D” approach to staying safe
against COVID-19: Safe Distancing, Donning
of PPE and Disinfecting of surfaces.
We adjusted our practices and came up with
new procedures to ensure that contact with
travellers, no matter how transient, would be
minimised as much as reasonably possible.
We introduced (1) the need for safe distancing
with both travellers and our fellow C&I officers;
(2) the donning of PPE when interacting with
travellers and (3) a thorough cleaning and
sanitisation programme to keep the terminal
as sterile and clean as possible.
Additional protocols were also swiftly
implemented as the virus began to affect more
people worldwide. These additional protocols
threatened to compromise the integrity of our
immigration and customs process initially as
adhering to both the national COVID-19 measures
and the ever-changing border control measures
was no easy task. However, we were able to
overcome these challenges by being disciplined
and professional in our work, working closely
together with the relevant authorities on the
implementation of protocols, and drilling our
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personnel to be knowledgeable on their duties
and ever ready to adopt stricter measures should
there be a need to. Collectively, these actions
ensured that our readiness was not compromised
and enabled us to stay safe and achieve mission
success safely.

Enhancing Safety through
Innovation
We have learnt a lot since the sudden outbreak
of COVID-19 and have leveraged on technology
to aid our efforts and overcome challenges
associated with COVID-19. To minimise contact
for C&I operations, we operationalised the use
of ICA’s Iris Devices for immigration instead
of using the existing biometric fingerprints
scanners. By capturing the iris image of the
traveller and comparing it to existing records
in the database, we are able to quickly verify
the identity of the traveller while keeping
physical contact to a minimum.
Another initiative that we have implemented
was the digitalisation of our operations through
the use of an electronic stamp for RSAF

General Declarations (GD). The purpose of
the GD is to legitimise our RSAF personnel’s
travel to gain entry approval from foreign
immigration services. Previously, flying squadrons
would have to visit our terminal to get their
GDs stamped and endorsed. With the
introduction of the electronic stamp, squadron
personnel can now email us to have their
GDs electronically stamped and endorsed.
This has immensely reduced the workload
on squadron personnel, and has also further
minimised the need for physical contact
with the C&I section.
We have to acknowledge the presence and
dangers of complacency. Even though we may
not have registered any significant COVID-19
cases and infections at our RSAF air bases,
our air checkpoints and borders are some
of the most susceptible locations for possible
COVID-19 infections and transmissions to
slip through. As such, we constantly remind
each other on the importance of donning and
doffing our PPE properly, and to practise
good personal hygiene. It is ever more
important that we never let our guard down
against the COVID-19 virus.
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Conclusion
The uncertainty that first occurred at the beginning
of the COVID-19 pandemic and the fear of bringing
the virus home to our loved ones has slowly
transformed us into being confident individuals
in C&I section who are now ready to overcome
any challenges the COVID-19 virus may bring.
As we eventually come to embrace the
“new normal”, we will continue to be vigilant
and safeguard Singapore against COVID-19.
The adaptation and revision of existing SOPs
have helped us to strengthen our processes and
mitigate the infectious COVID-19 virus or any
diseases that may come about in future. While
creating new procedures and processes may be
important in our fight against COVID-19, making
sure that everyone adheres to them is equally
important as well. On this note, I believe that
the RSAF C&I section has done an excellent job
in keeping the virus at bay with our constant
reminders and buddy level checks on each other
to keep everyone in C&I section safe.
We have been strong enforcers at the point of
entries at RSAF air bases for many years and
despite the dynamic COVID-19 situation, we
will continue to take all necessary precautions,
maintain our vigilance and overcome our battle
against COVID-19 together. Always in Control!

24

FOCUS - ISSUE 110

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
1SG Alvin Lu is a trained Military Police
(MP) by vocation. He is currently
seconded to the RSAF to perform
customs and immigration duties with
the RSAF Customs and Immigration
Section in Ops Management Hub, Air
Operations Control Group, Air Defence
and Operations Command. He has been
gazetted by Singapore Customs and ICA
to perform customs and immigration
duties legally at the RSAF air bases.

Outstanding Safety Award
On 9 Jun 2021, Mr Eric Lim Liang How, a Singapore Technologies
Engineering Defence Aviation Services (STEDAS) Bowser Operator
was tasked to operate a fuel bowser for a routine aircraft
refuelling detail. After starting the fuel bowser engine, Mr Lim
heard a ‘pop’ sound and observed the engine winding down.
He immediately turned off the ignition key and dismounted
the bowser to check. He then heard a second ‘pop’ sound
and observed smoke and fire emitting from the battery
compartment. Instinctively, he quickly reached for the fire
extinguisher from the fuel bowser cabin and put out the fire.
Mr Lim (left) receiving his award from COL Amos Yeo (right)

Mr Lim was commended for his instinctive and quick response to
extinguish the fire which prevented further damage to the
vehicle. For his valiant efforts, he was awarded the Outstanding
Safety Award.
On 14 Jul 2021, ME1 Clemens Harry Tanujaya was the Flight
Engineer on board the CH-47 aircraft which was taxiing for a
running change after the completion of a hot refuelling task
at night. During the hover taxy, ME1 Tanujaya observed mist
emanating from the left hand fuel tank area through his Night
Vision Goggles and subsequently smelled fuel. He immediately
announced his observation to the aircraft captain of a
suspected fuel leak. The aircraft captain immediately landed
the aircraft, and after confirmation that there were signs of a
fuel leak, the aircraft was shut down on the taxiway.

COL Teo Soo How (left) presenting the award to ME1 Tanujaya
(right)

ME1 Tanujaya’s diligence and vigilance led to the discovery of
the fuel leak in the dark night environment, where left
undiscovered could have developed into a fire and his sharp
observation had prevented the situation from developing
further. ME1 Tanujaya’s professionalism and conscientiousness
in carrying out his duty was commendable and was awarded
the Outstanding Safety Award.
On 27 Aug 2021, CPT Daniel Tan was conducting his
aircraft start-up checks, when he noticed an adjacent aircraft
taxiing out of the apron for the End of Runway (EOR) checks
had the nose landing gear lock still intact. He immediately
highlighted the discrepancy to the aircrew and the aircraft
was shut down uneventfully.

CPT Tan (left) receiving his award from MAJ Chin Kaizu (right)

Even though it was not CPT Tan’s responsibility to check on
the adjacent aircraft, his vigilance and attention to his
surroundings helped to prevent another aircraft from taxiing
from the apron to the EOR with the nose landing gear
lock attached.
Without his intervention in highlighting the lapse, a potentially
catastrophic situation could have occurred if the EOR crew
had failed to spot the nose landing gear lock. For his
contributions to safety, CPT Tan was awarded the Outstanding
Safety Award.
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Outstanding Safety Award
On 18 May 2021, ME1 Bryan Lee witnessed a motorcycle
accident along Loyang Avenue, before the traffic junction
outside Changi Air Base west entrance. Two motorcycles
had collided and fell on the ground, and one of the rider’s
leg was pinned down by his motorcycle in the middle of the
road during the peak hour.

ME1 Lee (left) receiving his award from COL Amos Yeo (right)

Upon witnessing the accident, ME1 Lee immediately rushed
to help the first rider lift his motorcycle and quickly assisted
him to get to the roadside. Subsequently, he also assisted
the second rider to push the motorcycle to the roadside.
However, vehicles were weaving left and right of the second
rider at high speed, creating difficulty for him to move to
the roadside.
At this point, ME3 Lim Tian Chai arrived on scene and assisted
in diverting the flow of traffic temporarily so that ME1 Lee and
the second rider could move to the roadside safely. Both
servicemen then attended to the injured riders and offered
to escort them to seek medical assistance.

ME3 Lim (left) receiving his award from COL Amos Yeo (right)

ME1 Lee and ME3 Lim exhibited a strong “Dare to Care” spirit
in this incident. For their strong safety instincts and actions in
rendering assistance readily to the riders in this incident, they
were both awarded the Outstanding Safety Award.

ME3 Sivashankar was sailing on board RSS Stalwart as the
Detachment WOIC for a Naval Helicopter (NH) Air Detachment
in support of Ex PACIFIC GRIFFIN 21. On 27 Jun 2021, after
conducting a Foreign Object Debris (FOD) walk on the
Helicopter Deck prior to aviation operations, ME3 Sivashankar
conducted an additional integrity check on the helicopter
deck fencing. The checks on the helicopter deck fencing are
typically conducted by the ship’s crew and are not part of his
job scope.
During his inspection, he observed that a securing ring on
one of the bolts used to attach the support chains to
the helicopter deck fencing was missing. Without the
securing ring in place, there was a risk of the chain dislodging from the fencing once it was
subjected to aircraft downwash and the movement of the ship at sea. This could have resulted in
possible eventual breakage of the chain and undesired flapping of the affected portion of
helicopter deck fencing when the NH was taking off or landing.
COL Teo Soo How (left) presenting the award to ME3 Sivashankar
(right)

ME3 Sivashankar immediately reported the incident to the Flight Deck Controller and the incident
part was replaced prior to the conduct of aviation operations. His attention to detail and timely
open reporting prevented a potentially unsafe situation from developing. In view of his keen attention
to detail beyond his scope of work and his contribution towards flight safety, ME3 Sivashankar was
awarded the Outstanding Safety Award.
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Outstanding Safety Award
On 11 May 2021, during Peace Vanguard’s participation in
Exercise Red Flag Rescue in the USA, ME2 Lin Jun Long
noticed an abnormal smell as he was transiting along the
flight apron towards his portable office containers. ME2 Lin
instinctively suspected that the smell could be from
leaked fuel. Leveraging his background expertise as a
Flight Line Crew, he immediately conducted an investigation
of the surrounding areas and traced the smell to a few
aircraft auxiliary fuel tanks belonging to the Colombian Air
Force that were stored in the open area nearby.
Upon further inspection, ME2 Lin realised that the fuel was
leaking from the fuel ports due to pressure build-up within
the tank, caused by hot weather. Noting the explosion risk due to the pooling of highly flammable
fuel from the auxiliary tanks, he immediately informed his supervisor, who then communicated
the danger to the Colombians. The hazard was swiftly rectified with the venting and resealing of the
auxiliary tanks, and removal of the leaked fuel.
ME2 Lin (left) receiving his award from LTC Yeow Mun Cheng
(right)

ME2 Lin displayed exceptional vigilance and demonstrated a high level of professionalism,
expeditiously identifying the source and cause of the fuel leak. For his proactiveness which
ensured the timely corrective actions were taken to avert a potentially fatal accident, ME2 Lin was
awarded the Outstanding Safety Award.

Annual Safety Workshops
Due to the COVID-19 safe management measures, the Safety Workshops were carried out via video
tele-conferencing with safety distancing measures observed. Participants were apprised of the RSAF
Safety Trends, Safety Watch Areas and Audit Trends. The Workshops allowed the cross-sharing and
discussion of significant incidents, safety experiences, safety concerns between the participants and
Air Force Inspectorate (AFI).

Fighter Group
21 Oct 2021
Force Protection Group
27 Oct 2021
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Crew Resource Management
Instructors’ Course
The first and second Crew Resource Management Instructors’ (CRMI) Course were conducted on
25 to 26 Oct and 11 to 12 Nov 2021 respectively. The courses were conducted via video teleconferencing and saw a total of 98 personnel successfully completing them. The CRMI course
aims to equip instructors, supervisors and safety officers on the necessary skills to deliver, conduct
and appraise CRM practical training in their units. Personnel were refreshed on the latest
CRM concepts and theories and educated on the conceptualising, infusing and facilitating CRM
scenarios and training in their daily work tasks.

RSAF Safety Officers’ Course
The RSAF Safety Officers’ Course was conducted from 11 to 25 Jan 2022 via video tele-conferencing.
29 officers, including officers from RMAF, RTAF, TNI AU and RBAirF successfully completed the course.
The course aims to equip all personnel with the knowledge and tools to contribute towards safety at
their respective workplaces.
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CAF Quarterly Safety Forum

The 03/21 CAF Quarterly Safety Forum (CQSF) was held on 6 Jan 2022 at Changi Air Base (West)
and via Virtual Teleconferencing in accordance with the prevalent COVID-19 Safe Management
Measures. The 03/21 CQSF safety theme was “Towards a Safer and Healthier RSAF”.
HAFI, COL Linus Tan began the forum with the 3rd quarter WY21/22 safety review and the focus
areas for the 4th quarter WY21/22. The RSAF Occupational Safety and Health Working Group then
presented the RSAF Occupation Safety and Health (OSH) initiatives, and this was followed by a
sharing by Command Safety Officer of Air Power Generation Command (APGC) on APGC’s OSH
journey.
Head Analysis and Investigation Branch, AFI later provided AFI’s insights to the RSAF’s Human Factors
incidents and Commanding Officer 142 SQN ended the presentations with a safety reflection on
“Building an Enduring Safety Culture”.
The 03/21 CQSF then concluded with a discussion and reflection on how the RSAF could build an
enduring safety culture within their respective units and commands.
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4 Pics 1 Word

1

What word can you derive from the 4 pics?

2

We welcome your
feedback,contributions
of safety related stories,
cartoons, suggestions,
experiences or concepts
you could share.
Email us at apb_pub@
defence.gov.sg with
your full name, and
contact number.
The images used on this page
are licensed under CC by 2.0,
and links can be accessed
via the digital version of this
issue.

3

4
H R H A D N U
L G S G T I E

5
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7

8
P C N G E L N
T O R I V U E
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1. “Exercise Rehabilitation” by
“Melbourne Osteopathy”
2. “Articles 4 Health” by
“Articles4Health”
3. “Natural Medicine” by
“Michael Buckner”
4. “Dustbin” by
“Samourai savon”
5. “Caution” by
“Tak H.”
6. “Vaccine” by
“Kalboz”
7. “Safety belt in a car” by
“Marco Verch Professional
Photograph’s photostream”
8. “tree” by
“Matt Bilton”
Permission granted by LOTUM
GmbH to publish 4 Pics 1 WORD
in FOCUS

WIN!

Crossword

S$30

WORTH OF
VOUCHERS!
Email your answers with your
Rank/Name, Unit, Contact number
and last 4 digits of your NRIC to
AFI (ME3 Su Xinyi) by 8 Apr 22.
All correct entries will be balloted
and 3 winners will receive S$30
worth of NTUC FairPrice vouchers
each.
The crossword puzzle is open to
all SAF personnel except personnel
from AFI and members of the
FOCUS Editorial Board.
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ME2 Wan Tuck Yew Eric,
AFSC
CPL Lian Boon Xuan,
AID/HQ RSAF

Across

Down

3. The ever-evolving COVID-19 ________
led to many challenges even before the
commencement of the exercise.
4. All drivers were also reminded of _________
strictly to the speed limits, to slow down in
poor weather...
5. All vehicular movements were quickly
suspended,and vehicles were quickly parked
under _______ to prevent any damages...
8. Other areas of concerns during the exercise
included watching out for aircrew fatigue and
___________
11. The deployed HERON 1 UAVs also scanned
the__________ to collect timely and accurate...
13. Extra efforts and ________ were put in
place to prevent the spread of the COVID-19
virus.
14. With the strong safety emphasis at all
levels and safety _________ provided by the
exercise safety team,
15. The exercise participants also had to
quickly secure their _________ and remain
indoors or under shelter.
16. All hands were on deck to ensure that all
_________ were utilised during the setting up
phase
18. To address these issues, supervisors and
safety officers regularly conducted _______
checks on our personnel...
20. As such, we constantly remind each other
on the importance of donning and _______
our PPE properly,

1. This was even more ________ especially in
our relatively small Singapore airspace where
there was little room for errors.
2. He was able to identify potential hazards at
__________ sites quickly, such as messy cables
that were...
6. It was extremely challenging for exercise
participants to do their mission-related
___________.
7. With everyone fresh out of their quarantine,
the participants were extremely eager to
quickly ______and commence their...
9. Sorties were then gradually dialled up in
__________ as they progressed towards the
Live Firing Campaign.
10. To mitigate its risks, clear __________ and
boundaries through the form of “Go-No Go
Matrices” were issued...
12. Due to the lack of opportunity to ________
in view of the short notice,
17. Supervisors on-site also kept a constant
lookout for the ______ of the crew, ensuring
the deployment...
19. There were also new guidelines and
frequent changes on the ______ control
measures to ensure...

Answers to page 30: “Health” and “Prevention”

ME2 Goh Peng Chiang,
506 SQN
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